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Abstract: The textbooks play an important role in teaching and learning activity in language 

program. Because of the various textbooks provided, textbook analysis is seen as an important thing 

to be conducted in order to find out how the components of the textbook are served. This study was 

aimed to investigate to what extent the English textbook entitled “Bahasa Inggris: When English 

Rings a Bell” for eighth grade students meet the criteria of BSNP (linguistic features and 

presentation of materias). The linguistic features consist of language appropriateness while the 

presentation of materials consist of content appropriates, presentation appropriateness, and graphic 

appropriateness. This study was descriptive qualitative approach. The instrument used to collect the 

data is document study used in the form of checklist. A checklist was made adopted from BSNP 

(2011) framework. The results of this study showed that textbook entitled “When English Rings a 

Bell” for Eight Grade is suitable to be used in teaching learning process. The textbook achieved the 

fulfilment score of language appropriateness (100%), content appropriateness (81,25%), 

presentation appropriateness (88,89%), and graphics appropriateness (97,64%). This book is 

categorized “good” textbook by achieving the score of 95,07%. Thus, it can be concluded that 

textbook is suitable to be used in order to help the teaching learning process in the classroom with 

the help of other sources and teacher improvisation.  
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Introduction  

Textbooks play an essential role in language learning and teaching. It is useful for both students 

and teachers. Textbooks may provide the major source for students aside from the input given by the teacher 

and can be considered as one of the many resources that teachers can use to create effective lessons 

(Richards, 2011, p. 56). Teachers usually use textbooks as guidance in teaching and learning process since 

it gives them information about syllabus, teaching methodologies, and materials to be taught (Fatima et al., 

2015, p. 10). It also helps teachers understand, follow, and achieve the goal of the curriculum (Mukundan 

et al., 2011, p.115). Textbooks are the main sources that can convey the knowledge and information to the 

learners in an easy and organized way (Ahour & Ahmadi, 2012, p. 33). Since the textbook provides them 

with the explanations about the materials and exercises, the students can study better by themselves. 

Therefore, textbook really have important role for teacher and students in teaching and learning process.  

Indonesia government, which puts English in education system as foreign language, has provided 

English textbook for junior and senior high school. As stated before, the textbook provided have to be 

suitable with the curriculum used in the education system, in this case, it is 2013 Curriculum. The 

government has published a lot of series of English textbook as the main resource in order to succeed the 
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2013 Curriculum in EFL classroom. As for eighth grade student, the textbook used in the classroom is 

“Bahasa Inggris: When English Rings a Bell”. It means that all eighth grade students in public schools in 

Indonesia is required to use “Bahasa Inggris: When English Rings a Bell” in English classroom.  

Although government has published textbooks, textbook analysis is seen as an important thing to 

be conducted. The result of the analysis process will be the materials used to evaluate textbook. In analysis 

process, the textbook will be analyzed based on the criteria of a good textbook. Good English textbook is 

not only presented in a good graphics. The linguistic features and the presentation of the materials also have 

to be considered. Some criteria have been created by the experts in order to evaluate textbooks. Those 

criteria are introduced by many experts, for instance, Sheldon (1988), Cunningsworth (1995), Jahangard 

(2007), and Harmer (2007). In addition, Indonesia government has created an institution named Badan 

Standar Nasional Pendidikan (BSNP) that evaluates the quality of textbook used in education system. BSNP 

has some criteria to determine the appropriateness of the elements in the textbook used in learning process. 

And it has determined that the textbook must have all of appropriate elements, those are: content, 

presentation, linguistic, and graphics.  

This study aims to investigate to what extent the English textbook entitled “Bahasa Inggris: When 

English Rings a Bell” for eighth grade students meet the criteria of BSNP (linguistic features, content, 

presentation, and graphics). Although, this book is published by Ministry of Education and Culture, no one 

can guarantee whether the materials in this book are relevant with the standards and criteria determined by 

BSNP in particular and 2013 Curriculum in general. Thus, the researcher decided to conduct an analysis on 

them. 

Method  

This study used descriptive qualitative approach in order to analyse English textbook for eighth 

grade students published by Ministry of Education and Culture entitled “Bahasa Inggris: When English 

Rings a Bell”. It was carried out by using qualitative research design since qualitative method focuses on 

understanding social phenomena and providing rich verbal descriptions of settings, situations, and 

participants (Ary et al, 2010). The writer employed document study as the instruments. Therefore, the data 

were carried out by a deep analysis to the English textbook. This study used the document from English 

textbook used for eighth grade students entitled “Bahasa Inggris: When English Rings a Bell”, published 

by the Ministry of Education and Culture to see how appropriate the textbook with the criteria determined 

by BNSP. 

 

Figure 1.  The Instrument for Analyzing Learning Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

No Sub Component  

Linguistic Features 

Language Appropriateness  

1. The appropriateness of the language 

with learners’ development 

 

2. Communicativeness  

3. The coherence and unity of ideas  

Content Appropriateness 

1. The relevance of material explanation 

with compentecy standard and basic 

competence 

 

2. The material accuracy  

3. Supporting material  

Presentation Appropriateness  

4. Presentation technique  

5.  Teaching and learning technique  

6. Presentation coverage  

Graphics Appropriateness  

7. Cover design  

8. Content design  
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After obtaining all the data through data collection procedures, the data are analyzed by the 

researcher to get the result. The data that are arranged, analyzed and presented in form of numerical and 

non-numerical data. The writer analyzed the data using statically and non-statically data analysis since it 

was numerical and non-numerical data. The numerical data are calculated by dividing the total criteria 

which was being met the total number of criteria. Then, it was multiplied by 100% to achieve the sum 

points.  

The formula of calculation used in the analysis process is presented as follows:  

Percentage : 
Σ𝑥

𝑁
x 100%  

ΣX: The total points of criteria which are fulfilled by textbook.  

N: The total points of criteria.  

 

The previous formula was then used to decide the results of data analysis. The results contained 

four criteria presented in the following table.  

 

Figure 2.  The formula of calculation used in the analysis 
Range of fulfillment score Category 

80% - 100% Good 

60% - 79 % Fair 

50% - 59% Sufficient 

0% - 49% Poor 

                   Pusat perbukuan (2011) 

 
Furthermore, after Analyzing the textbook by matching each component in the textbook with the 

criteria of BSNP the writer interpreting the data gained from the process of analysis of the textbook and 

summing up the appropriateness of the textbook content in quantitative output to show result in percentage 

and number. 

Results and Discussion  

This section is divided into two sections. Those are findings, and discussion used to synthesize 

answer of the research question about the relevance of the English textbook entitled “Bahasa Inggris: When 

English Rings a Bell” for eighth grade students with the criteria of BSNP. In this research, the major criteria 

are linguistic features and presentation material. In linguistic features there is language appropriateness 

while in presentation of materials there are content appropriateness, presentation appropriateness, and 

graphic appropriateness. 

 

Result 
1. The use of linguistic features on English textbook “When English Rings a Bell” based on BSNP 

The relevance of the material towards learners’ cognitive development level in the textbook and 

the language used in the activities has been clear and understandable. The textbook mostly used simple 

sentences that ease students to comprehend the main points of the instruction by breaking into three or four 

sentences. And it also allowed students to easily accomplish the tasks as they have understood the way to 

do so in systematic manner. For this criterion, this book would have score 4/4.  

The relevance of the material towards learners’ socio-emotional development level Content 

materials in each chapter could be found in students’ daily life. It showed that this book developed materials 

that relevant towards students’ emotional stage. So, it would be scored 4/4 for this criterion.  

The unity of meaning among chapters, sub-chapters, paragraphs, or sentences in this book in every 

chapter consisted of some activities that only discussed one topic, there is no other topic existed in one 

chapter. Yet, there is no unity among the chapters as the topics of each chapter is different. So, it could be 

3/4 for this criterion. 

From the qualitative descriptions of the language appropriateness, the analysis is concluded into 

quantitative data. Here are the tables showing the quantitative data.  
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Figure 3. Language Appropriateness Fulfilment 

 

 

2. The use of presentation materials on English textbook “When English Rings a Bell” based on BSNP 

In the presentation materials there are content appropriateness, presentation appropriateness, and 

graphic appropriateness.  

Related to content appropriateness, the textbook has served materials are completely and relevant 

with competency standard and basic competence. Also, the materials are already served with the exercises 

in order to support the students’ understandings. This book has successfully implemented the social 

functions in each activity. The materials in the textbook are also served with chronological and systematic 

thinking skills in the form of interpersonal and transactional texts which covered interactive activities such 

as the initiative to communicate and response. Yet, this textbook did not explicitly explain about the part 

of the text contained in some topics. The language used in this textbook is acceptable and accurate which 

will help students understand the materials.  

However, the textbook lacks in its up-to-date references, developing vocational skills, awareness 

towards the local and national potential that affects the textbook lacks of comprehension of nationality 

insight. For the up-to-date references, the textbook does not put the references near the materials they learn, 

and most of the references are not up-to-date that makes the materials are probably not suitable with current 

situation. This book also lacks in developing vocational skills that eagers students to have abilities, attitudes, 

and skills needed to do certain job/occupation. It is also considered lacks of awareness towards the local 

and national potential as he limitation usage of local and national potential. It affects students’ 

comprehension towards nationality insight.  

From the qualitative descriptions of the content appropriateness, the analysis is concluded into 

quantitative data. Here are the tables showing the quantitative data. 

 

Figure 4.  Content Appropriateness Fulfilment 

 
Related to the presentation appropriateness, the materials in each chapter of this book have been 

presented in a proper way in the form of texts, communicative activities, symbols and illustrations. The 

No. Sub-Component Criterion Point 

(s) 

Max 

Points 

Language Appropriateness 

1. The appropriateness of the 

language with learners’ 

development 

The relevance of the material towards learners’ cognitive development 

level 

4 4 

The relevance of the material towards learners’ socio-emotional 

development level 

4 4 

2. Commucativeness The readability of message by learners 4 4 

Grammar accuracy 4 4 

3. The coherence and unity of ideas The coherence of meaning among chapters, sub-chapters, paragraphs, 

or sentences 

4 4 

The unity of meaning among chapters, sub-chapters, paragraphs, or 

sentences 

4 4 

Total 24 24 

Percentage 100% 

No. Sub-Component Criterion Point 

(s) 

Max 

Points 

Content Appropriateness 

1. The relevance of material explanation with 

competency standard and basic competence 

The material completeness 4 4 

The material depth 4 4 

2. The material accuracy Social functions 4 4 

Generic structure 3 4 

Linguistic features 4 4 

3. Supporting materials The up-to-date nature of material 2 4 

Life skill development 3 4 

Development of insight on diversity 2 4 

Total 26 32 

Percentage 81,25% 
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presentation of the materials also was on balance and enabled students to interact with their surroundings 

such as the students as well as the teachers. In each chapter, the activities have been served communicatively 

which enabled students developed their initiative, creativity and critical thinking skills. Not only materials 

from the textbook, this text also asked the students to learn from other sources related to the materials. At 

the end of each chapter, the textbook has provided the section that let the students analyze their success and 

lacks in doing activities and in communication that enabled students evaluate their understandings. The 

section was called My Journal. 

Yet, in presentation coverage the textbook lacks of reference of content materials, summary of each 

chapter, glossary and index. The textbook doesn’t put any identities near the presented materials which may 

affects the students have no clear reference. Also, summary of each chapter that contains main points or 

brief conclusion of each chapter that supports the students in understanding the content materials in each 

chapter. In closing part, the textbook is also not served with the glossary that contains particular terms and 

their explanation, and also the index that contain words and page number where we can find the words. 

Even though, those items ease the students in gaining information of the content materials. 

From the qualitative descriptions of the presentation appropriateness, the analysis is concluded into 

quantitative data. Here are the tables showing the quantitative data. 

 

Figure 5.  Presentation Appropriateness Fulfilment 
No. Sub-Component Criterion Point (s) Max 

Points 

Presentation Appropriateness 

1. Presentation technique Systematization 4 4 

Inter-units balance 4 4 

 

2. Teaching and learning technique Learner-centeredness 4 4 

Development of learners’ initiative, creativity, and critical 

thinking 

4 4 

Development of autonomous learning 4 4 

Development reflection and self-evaluation ability 4 4 

3. Presentation coverage Opening part 4 4 

Content part 2 4 

Closing part 2 4 

Total 32 36 

Percentage 88,89% 

 

And for the graphics appropriateness, the textbook, includes all the elements of the textbook, has 

been designed as well as the content. The layout has been well designed. The elements, such as colors, 

illustrations, and typography has been performed in such harmonious and related to each other with 

balanced composition. The typography also uses the interesting and readable font used and communicative 

font.  

While, this textbook lacks in content layout and typography. In content layout, the textbook lacks of 

the caption of the illustration. The caption consisted of the illustration identities should be placed stick to 

the illustration with the smaller font. And for the typography, the textbook lacks in line length. Lots of lines 

in this textbook consists of more than 45-75 characters and more than 11 words. The line should consist of 

45-75 characters (about 5-11 words) since this would influence readability of the texts.  

 
Figure 6.  Graphics Appropriateness Fulfilment 

No. Sub-Component Criterion Point (s) Max Points 

Graphics Appropriateness 

1. Book siza/book format Book size 8 8 

2. Cover design Layout 36 36 

Typography 24 24 

Illustration 12 12 

3. Content design Layout 57 60 

Typography 46 48 

Illustration 24 24 

Total 207 212 

Percentage 97,64% 
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Figure 7. Summary of The Analysis 
No. Elements ∑X N Percentage 

Language Features 

1 Language Appropriateness 24 24 100% 

Presentation of Materials 

2. Content Appropriateness 26 32 81,25% 

3. Presentation Appropriateness 32 36 88,89% 

4. Graphic Appropriateness 207 212 97,64% 

Total 289 304 95,07% 

Category Good 

 
Based on the table, the textbook is categorized as ‘good’ by achieving 95,07% percentage. From the 

four components, the textbook has fulfilled only one component that is the language appropriateness. The 

component has full score of 100% which categorized as ‘good’. For other components, the textbook does 

not have a full score. For the content appropriateness, it has score 81,25%. For the language appropriateness 

this book got 100%. From the presentation, it has score of 88,89%. It lacks of introduction and reference in 

the content part. While from the graphics that has score of 97,64% The lack of caption and line length is 

the reasons why the textbook does not have full score. Still, the two components are categorized as ‘good’.  

 

Discussion  
The result of the analysis is discussed to answer the research questions. The findings show the 

percentage of the BSNP criteria fulfillments of English textbook entitled “Bahasa Inggris: When English 

Rings a Bell” for eighth grade students.  

Overall, the English textbook When English Rings a Bell for VIII Grade is categorized into “good” 

textbook by achieving the score of 95,07%. Four components have met the criteria that have been 

determined by BSNP, those are language appropriateness (100%), content appropriateness (81,25%), 

presentation appropriateness (88,89%), and graphics appropriateness (97,64%).  

For the language appropriateness, the textbook has used language in clear and understandable way. 

The textbook mostly used simple sentences. It makes the language in the textbooks relevant with the 

learners’ cognitive development level. There is also no grammar error found in the textbook. Then, the 

materials in each chapter could be found in students’ daily life and coherent with the topic being discussed. 

While in one chapter, there is only one topic being discussed and no other topic existed in each chapter. It 

eases the students to comprehend the materials consisted in the textbook.  

While in content appropriateness, the textbook has served materials are completely and relevant with 

competency standard and basic competence. Also, the materials are already served with the exercises in 

order to support the students’ understandings. This book has successfully implemented the social functions 

in each activity. The materials in the textbook are also served with chronological and systematic thinking 

skills in the form of interpersonal and transactional texts which covered interactive activities such as the 

initiative to communicate and response. Yet, this textbook did not explicitly explain about the part of the 

text contained in some topics. The language used in this textbook is acceptable and accurate which will 

help students understand the materials.  

Related to the presentation appropriateness, the materials in each chapter of this book has been 

presented in a proper way in the form of texts, communicative activities, symbols and illustrations. The 

presentation of the materials also was on balance and enabled students to interact with their surroundings 

such as the students as well as the teachers. In each chapter, the activities have been served communicatively 

which enabled students developed their initiative, creativity and critical thinking skills. Not only materials 

from the textbook, this text also asked the students to learn from other sources related to the materials. At 

the end of each chapter, the textbook has provided the section that let the students analyze their success and 

lacks in doing activities and in communication that enabled students evaluate their understandings. The 

section was called My Journal.  

And for the graphics appropriateness, the textbook, includes all the elements of the textbook, has 

been designed as well as the content. The layout has been well designed. The elements, such as colors, 

illustrations, and typography has been performed in such harmonious and related to each other with 

balanced composition. The typography also uses the interesting and readable font used and communicative 



INFERENCE: Journal of English Language Teaching  
Vol. 5, No. 3, December 2022-March 2023 

p-ISSN: 2615-8671 
e-ISSN: 2615-868X 

  
250 

 
 

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

font. While, this textbook lacks in content layout and typography. In content layout, the textbook lacks of 

the caption of the illustration. The caption consisted of the illustration identities should be placed stick to 

the illustration with the smaller font. 

Conclusions  

 Based on the results gained from the analysis process, some conclusions are explained as follows: 

1. The use of linguistic features on English textbook “When English Rings a Bell” based on BSNP 

The result of the analysis shows that based on criteria of BSNP the English textbook entitled “Bahasa 

Inggris: When English Rings a Bell” for eighth grade students is appropriate to be used in English teaching 

and learning process. The result of the analysis also reveals that this book is generally categorized as a 

“good” textbook since the textbook achieved score of 95,07%.  

Related to language appropriateness, the textbook has used language in clear and understandable 

way. The textbook mostly used simple sentences. It makes the language in the textbooks relevant with the 

learners’ cognitive development level. There is also no grammar error found in the textbook. Then, the 

materials in each chapter could be found in students’ daily life and coherent with the topic being discussed. 

While in one chapter, there is only one topic being discussed and no other topic existed in each chapter. It 

eases the students to comprehend the materials consisted in the textbook. 

 

2. The use of presentation of materials on English textbook “When English Rings a Bell” based on 

BSNP 

The result of the analysis shows that the textbook has fulfilled almost all the criteria of BSNP by 

achieving 95,07% in average. The textbook has fully fulfilled only one component out of four components. 

The percentage of components appropriateness are content appropriateness (81,25%), language 

appropriateness (100%), presentation appropriateness (88,89%), and graphics appropriateness (97,17%). 

For the criterion, the textbook has fully met 7 criterions out of 12 criterions.  

Related to content appropriateness, the textbook lacks in its up-to-date references, developing 

vocational skills that eagers students to have abilities, attitudes, and skills needed to do certain 

job/occupation, awareness towards the local and national potential that affects the textbook lacks of 

comprehension of nationality insight.  

Related to the presentation appropriateness, especially in presentation coverage the textbook lacks 

of reference of content materials, summary of each chapter, glossary and index. And, for the graphics 

appropriateness, this textbook lacks in content layout and typography. In content layout, the textbook lacks 

of the caption of the illustration. And for the typography, the textbook lacks in line length. 
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